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  The school year here at St. Paul‘s has begun! 

With it also began our year-long focus on this 

year‘s theme: Walk by the Spirit. That phrase ties 

in with the Fruits of the Spirit. Both of those come 

from Galatians 5. Let me read a few verses for you 

beginning with 16. ―Walk by the spirit, and you 

will not carry out what the sinful flesh desires.‖ The 

next paragraph lists what those desires are, but let 

me pick up with verse 22. ―But the fruit of the 

spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, gentleness, and self-control.‖ 

Now, after hearing that list, you might think, ―Yeah, those are all things 

we want kids to learn and things I‘d expect a church and school to teach. 

That‘s a good theme for the year‖ And you‘d be right. It is God‘s Word after 

all, so it‘s rather hard to say otherwise. 

However, imagine what could happen if we just copy and paste those 

words and leave behind all the other chapters and verses around them. The 

devil will be quick to secretly come alongside us and the students at St. 

Paul‘s without us realizing it to give his own twisted take on those words. 

―There you go. It‘s as simple as that. Just walk by the Spirit. Do those things. 

Be loving, joyful, patient, and kind. Once you do, then you‘ll be a Christian. 

Then God will love you. Then you can be saved. Just walk by the Spirit.‖  

But that message—do this and God will love you; do this and you‘ll be 

saved—is the exact opposite of what the surrounding verses say. Listen to 

verse 16 from chapter 2, just a few chapters earlier. ―We know that a person 

is not justified by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. So 

we also believed in Christ Jesus that we might be justified by faith in Christ 

and not by the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the 

works of the law.‖  

Continued on pg 2 

WALK BY THE SPIRIT 
 by Pastor Plagenz 
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WALK BY THE SPIRIT Continued from pg 1 

DON’T RELY ON WHAT YOU DO 

If we had to come up with a summary statement for 

the main point of the book of Galatians and really all of 

Scripture, it would be something like: Don‘t rely on 

what you do to be saved! Rely on faith in Jesus Christ! 

Now, you have to realize these verses are talking 

about big picture issues, things like: What does God 

think of you? What happens when you die? And I know. 

Maybe you think those questions make me sound like a 

corny Christian salesman or they‘re not something kids 

have to worry about right now. But the fact is, these is-

sues apply to everyone. It‘s something we all need to 

think about. And banking on having time later to think 

about them is a big gamble: not one I‘d be willing to 

make. 

Human beings have been trying to resolve these 

issues for thousands of years. That‘s the reason there 

are so many religions. But when you boil things down, 

there are really just two options. In order to be confi-

dent in your relationship with God when you die, either 

it‘s up to you or it‘s up to God.  

If it‘s up to you, you have an extraordinary task be-

cause God demands perfection in every detail of what 

we do. Chapter 3:10 says, ―Those who rely on the 

works of the law are under a curse. For it is written, 

‗Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do eve-

rything written in the book of the law.‘‖ If you insert your 

own actions anywhere into the equation of being saved, 

you‘ll end up with a curse from God. And if you don‘t 

want to hear that from me, listen to your own conscience. 

Have you lived every moment in your life entirely fo-

cused on living for God and your neighbor? Me either.  

IT’S ALL UP TO GOD 

But that‘s where the second option comes in: it‘s all 

up to God. Listen to what chapter 3:13 says. ―Christ re-

deemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 

curse for us. As it is written, ‗Cursed is everyone who 

hangs on a tree.‘‖ The tree he hung on was the cross, 

and the curse he became was the one on our shoulders. 

Now, our fault-filled life has ended, and by faith we live 

in Christ‘s perfect life. That‘s God‘s solution.  

And only with this firm foundation and knowledge 

from these surrounding verses and chapters can we 

rightly understand what our theme and the fruits of the 

Spirit are really all about—living in Christ. Chapter 2:20 

says, ―I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer 

live, but Christ lives in me. The life I am now living in the 

flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave himself for me.‖ All the love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control we walk with on a daily basis is done by the Spir-

it who reminds us again and again of our perfect Savior 

Jesus Christ. Amen. † 

FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Fall Bible Information Class 

Beginning September 8th and running for 12 weeks, Pastor Plagenz will hold a Bible information class Wednes-

day evenings at 6:30pm in the Cafeteria. This class will walk through Foundations of the Christian Faith, a course 

comprising work from numerous pastors in our synod and compiled by Pastor Luke Thompson. 

As the name suggests, these twelve lessons cover the basics of Christianity and what we believe and teach at St. 

Paul‘s. Three units divide the lessons into easy-to-digest segments by examining a broken and restored relation-

ship, our vertical relationship with God, and our horizontal relationship with each other. Along with the lessons 

themselves, the course materials also include a handy index of key terms, Luther‘s Small Catechism, and a robust 

appendix of articles, charts, and diagrams covering topics from ancient Bible manuscripts to differences between 

modern churches. 

Whether you‘ve been at St. Paul‘s for weeks or decades, this course and its materials will teach you something 

new. Come to be refreshed with the core teachings of the Bible and to expand your knowledge. Better yet, invite a 

friend to come study with you and learn the Foundations of the Christian Faith.† 
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THE SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS 
By Principal John Melso 

The theme chosen for this school year is Walk by 

the Spirit—Galatians 5:22-25.  Chapel services on 

Wednesday mornings at 8:55AM will be centered on 

that theme.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to 

join our students and staff in beginning the day re-

minded that, as we walk through life, the Spirit who has 

given us life in Christ goes with us.   

We will start the school year with 67 students in 

grades K-8 and 28 students in preschool.  A total of 95 

students compared to 74 a year ago.  Due to the resig-

nation of Mrs. Obsuszt, Mr. Melso will be teaching 

grades 1-2 and Mr. Pahl will serve as an assistant prin-

cipal.  Mr. Pahl, Mrs. Brown, and Mrs. Kulhanek will 

also be helping Mr. Melso with some teaching duties.  

We will resume calling for a 1st and 2nd grade teacher 

in October when the calling window for teachers 

opens.  If an MLC mid-year graduate is available, we 

will consider extending a call to the graduate to serve 

How Can I Help at St. Paul’s    

Lutheran School? 
St. Paul‘s Lutheran School depends on the contri-

butions of volunteers to make our school run efficient-

ly.  If you have time and talent to provide to the school, 

there are two ways you can volunteer.   

1. Go to stpwr.weebly.com and look for the 

―Volunteer Form‖ link at the top of the page. 

2. If you use the stpwr.weebly.com website, you will 

also find a link to a Veterans Day Request.  If you 

are a veteran or you know a veteran, we would 

appreciate it if you would provide contact infor-

mation for the veteran.  The school will be conduct-

ing a Veterans Day Ceremony on Wednesday,  

November 10.  We would like 

to invite as many veterans as 

possible to the event.   The 

students will also be creating 

Thank You cards for the vet-

erans so addresses are very 

welcome. † 

Special worship service ~ Sunday, Sept. 19. based on 

the new lectionary readings of the day and include 

hymns and music from the new Christian Worship:     

Hymnal.  

Hymn Sing ~ During Bible Hour on Sept. 19. Get          

acquainted with more hymns from the upcoming hymnal.  

Presentations ~ Throughout WELS National Hymnal 

Week. 

Concert ~ A pre-recorded online concert will be 

streamed Sunday afternoon, Sept. 26. Featuring a        

children‘s choir, chamber choir, college choir, and      

liturgical ensemble. 

For more on the new hymnal, visit christianworship.com.  

the second semester of the school year. 

A few upgrades to the curriculum 

were made in music and social studies.  

The Quaver Music Curriculum will be 

use by kindergarten through 8th grade.  

It features hundreds of online songs 

and videos.  It also includes an interactive whiteboard for 

activities to promote learning.   It provides lessons in mu-

sic theory, music styles, composers & music history, and 

musical instruments.  An updated United States history 

curriculum was purchased for 7th and 8th grades.   

St. Paul‘s Lutheran School is always dependent on 

volunteers to help us in our ministry.  Information on how 

to volunteer is included in this newsletter.  Please consid-

er how you can help.  The greatest help you can provide 

is to pray for your school staff, pastor, parents, and stu-

dents. † 
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blessed with a mid-year graduate 

for grades 1-2?  Will a teacher from 

the ―field‖ accept our Call as we 

begin the process in late October?  

Of course only the good Lord knows 

the answers to these and any other 

questions which may arise.  And, 

yet, with all of that said, we can 

place our confidence in Him know-

ing full-well that He has wrapped 

his loving arms around us (Romans 

8:28).  Therefore, as always, keep 

our students, faculty, and school 

families in your prayers. Go before 

our Heavenly Father‘s throne of 

grace and ask Him to be with us as 

we begin this new school year. And, 

finally, may that journey continue to 

draw us ever closer to Him and His 

Word!  Blessings in Jesus!! † 

our students and faculty will be 

headed ―back to school.‖  It always 

seems somewhat surreal to me how 

quickly summer disappears!  On the 

last day of any given school year, 

when sharing our final goodbyes, I 

would always say to my 7th grade 

students, ―See you in five minutes, 

because that is how fast summer 

will seem to pass.‖  And now that 

we are once again on the threshold 

of the 2021-2022 school year, I 

guess those five minutes are up! 

So what will this school year 

bring?  That, of course, is always the 

million dollar question.  Will the 

latest variant of COVID worsen?  

Will there be new, unforeseen cir-

cumstances and measures that need 

to be taken by the Board of Lutheran 

Education and faculty?  Will we be 

BACK-TO-BACK-TO-... 
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

From 2018-2020 the Milwau-

kee Brewers made the playoff three 

consecutive seasons and are threat-

ening to do so again this year. In 

2020 & 2021 the Green Bay Packers 

made it to the NFC Championship 

game on both occasions.  And as of 

July 20, 2021, the Milwaukee Bucks 

are the champions of the National 

Basketball Association.  In addition 

to this, we have heard several of the 

Bucks players comment publicly 

that they are hoping to defend their 

title next season! Yes, the profes-

sional sports teams in Wisconsin 

are definitely the envy of the sur-

rounding states (especially the one 

that borders Bucky‘s left coast J!!). 

All of this talk about ―back-to-

back‖ can‘t but help me think about 

how in less than one week‘s time 

 

JOIN A MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY! 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Tuesday ~ 6:45-7:45 AM 

at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 

Women Walking in the Word 
Tuesday ~ 9:45-11:00 AM 
in the Resource Center 

 

Bible Book Group 
Wednesday ~ 6:30-8:00 PM 

in the Resource Center 
 

Men’s Small Group 
Thursday ~ 7:00-7:45 AM 

at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

ORGAN PROJECT  

PASSES FIRST MILESTONE 
By early August, we had raised the $25,000 needed to 

sign the contract with Levsen Organ Company for resto-

ration work on our pipe organ. Once the company re-

ceive our check, we will be placed on their work sched-

ule. We are hoping the work can begin in the middle of 

next year. 

Once work begins, we another 

payment of about $50,000 will 

be due, so keep giving to the 

Organ Fund. Your gifts will help 

us avoid getting a loan and pay-

ing interest on this project. As 

of August 15, a total of $27,255 

has been given to this project. † 
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―Vacation Bible School‖ is designed to have par-

ents drop their children off for activities that center on 

Jesus.  St. Paul‘s sponsored a ―Soaring High‖ Vacation 

Bible School on July 28th at Sand Lot Park, on August 

4th at Helen‘s House at the Zoo, and on August 5th at 

Robinson Park. 

The evenings started with the children arriving. 

The first thing they did was use stickers and markers to 

decorate a white paper bag that they could carry 

around, put things in, and take home. The kids had a 

BLAST (who wouldn‘t with stickers and markers)!!  We 

also offered a supper to the families and volunteers. 

After everyone arrived, the kids sat down for a de-

votion on the treasure Jesus is. Next we split the kids 

up into three groups by age and sent them off to vari-

ous activities which included: singing songs, playing 

games, bible story time, craft, and ―Make a 

Snack‖ (Hot air balloon cookies to decorate - sugar 

high!).  

We ended the evening with a sing-a-long and clos-

ing devotion.  

The Lord blessed the activity with a total (over 

CROWDS AT THE GIVEAWAY 
Our Clothing Giveaway was held in early August. We 

served around 650 people over the 3-day period. Our first 

day (really just two hours), saw 400 people take home cloth-

ing. The line to get into the gym was clear down to Pastor 

Proeber‘s house! 

Not only were we able to provide much needed cloth-

ing, but at least five people asked for a visit from a pastor. 

We also gave away several Bibles. Thank you to those who 

donated clothing or helped with sorting, display, and set up. 

three nights) of 36 children 

(age 3-10) from 20 families.  

Also we were blessed with a 

full volunteer staff who helped 

with set up, registered kids, led an activity, supervised 

kids, served food, and helped clean up. They are 

―Awesome‖ & ―Terrific‖ and we appreciate and are 

thankful for them. THANKS AGAIN!!  Also thanks to eve-

ryone who helped promote our Vacation Bible School.  

You are greatly appreciated. 

―Thank you for Coming‖ cards were sent to all the 

kids that attended thanking them for joining us.  We 

included a card with church services times. † 

“Shoppers” at our giveaway. 

Fun activities at VBS. 
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would like to sign up for the Scrip 

Program or change your designated 

fund distribution, you will need to 

complete a new agreement form. If 

you do not designate your rebate to 

anything it goes to the church/

school account. 

At the end of the year, you may 

request a tax statement to declare 

your rebates on your taxes as a 

charitable deduction. So you can 

give to church and school without 

giving any more money that you are 

already spending on your everyday 

purchases. 

Scrip ―cards‖ now come in 

many forms: The plastic cards may 

be purchased from our church office 

during the week and in the Wel-

come Center on Sundays after each 

service.  

Cards may also be ordered with 

an order blank, which can be found 

on the scrip table. The form in-

cludes more cards than available at 

the church. Card orders are distrib-

uted later in the week, typically no 

later than Thursday. 

You may also set up an account 

online and purchase scrip at any 

time from your computer or the 

RaiseRight app. You may download 

the app from Google Play onto your 

phone. To pay for your cards online 

or to purchase cards instantly you 

will need to set up a PrestoPay ac-

count.  You can literally order your 

card one minute and shop with it the 

next.   

Many of our retailers now offer 

reloadable cards, including Kwik 

Trip and Walmart, which makes us-

ing scrip even easier and more con-

venient. 

The cards are only good for the 

balance on them. If you lose them or 

have then stolen, they cannot access 

any other of your personal infor-

mation.  

Using scrip can help you budget 

by buying only the amount you 

have budgeted for without going 

over budget. 

This program is nothing but a 

―WIN WIN‖.  Visit the Scrip table on 

Sundays or the church office to sign 

up or ask questions.   

And most of all – thank you for 

using Scrip to help our church and 

school! 

St. Paul‘s Scrip Team 

Do you spend money on food, 

gas, clothing, going out to eat, vaca-

tions, etc.? 

Do you budget for these things? 

To give to our church without 

giving any more money than you 

already do, here‘s what you do…. 

Instead of paying for the above 

in your usual way (cash, check, 

credit card), you purchase what is 

known as a scrip (or gift) card from 

our church. You purchase the cards 

at full value; a $10 card will cost you 

$10. However, that same card was 

purchased by our church at a dis-

count. That discount adds up as re-

bates that may be used in various 

ways.  

The first 50% of the rebates go 

into our church/school checking 

account. You get to decide 

how you would like to use 

the remaining 50%. You 

may select to give the re-

maining 50% to church/

school as well, you may 

choose to use it to offset the 

cost of your child‘s tuition at 

our school, you may choose 

to set up a prepay account 

for a new baby that you in-

tend to send to our school 

one day, or you may choose 

the cash back option.  Also, 

if there is a family that you 

would like to help with tui-

tion costs, you are welcome 

to be a ―Secret Tuition An-

gel‖ and designate your 

50% rebates to that family. 

These options are out-

lined on our Scrip Agree-

ment form. At any time you 

WHAT?? 
I can contribute to church without giving money? 

 YES, yes you can!! 
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CATECHISM CORNER 
What are God’s goals for those who are now Christians? 

1 Thessalonians 5:23,24   May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 

whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one 

who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.  

1 Thessalonians 4:3,4  Indeed, this is God’s will: that you be sanctified, namely, that you keep yourselves away 

from sexual immorality.  He wants each of you to learn to obtain a wife for yourself in a way that is holy and hon-

orable. 

Ephesians 1:18  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope to which 

he has called you, just how rich his glorious inheritance among the saints is. 

2 Peter 3:18  Instead grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glo-

ry, both now and forever. Amen.  

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 ( Paul pointed out that the Corinthians had been set apart from the wrongdoings so preva-

lent in their world.) Verse 11: But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  

Ephesians 3:14-19 (Paul prays that God will strengthen those he has called to faith.) 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God‘s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared in 

advance so that we would walk in them.  

God‘s goals for Christians are that we continue to be separated from the sins that characterize the unbelieving 

world, that we grow in faith, and that our lives be filled with good works. 

- Luther‘s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

Current Expenses 

 In memory of Grace Kitzmann 
given by Paul & Denise Meyer 

 In memory of Judy Stensberg‘s 
father given by Huntz & Mari-

lyn Link, Stephanie Bathke, and 

Inge Johnson 

Mortgage  

 In memory of Sheila Provost‘s 
mother, Donna Anderson, given 

by Ron & Georgene Provost  

Organ Fund  

 In memory of Kathy Jackson‘s 
brother given by Jim & Jeanne 

Jackson  

 

SPECIAL GIFTS AND MEMORIALS 
Through July 18, 2021 

 

New Members 
Kay Ferkey 

Zachary Blaskowski  
 

Baptized 
Gemma Faye Johansson   

 

St. Paul’s School Assistance Fund  

 In memory of Judy Stensberg‘s 
father given by Edna & Faith 

Haferman 

 

 In memory of Gil Pecher‘s Au-
gust birthday given by Bev 

Pecher 

 To honor the inspiration of Edna 
Haferman given by Kent 

Schroeder 

 In memory of Judy Stensberg‘s 
father given by Carol Newsom, 

Tom & Gayle Bartelt, Jim & 

Jeanne Jackson 

 In honor of her parents, Tom & 
Sue Kulhanek, given by Shinae 

Hildebrandt 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE HOUR 

9:15-10:15 AM 

Bring the whole family! 

In-person Sunday School  

for ages 3K-6th grade 

Catechism for 7th-8th grade 

Bible Study for  

teens and adults 

Launch Date: Sept. 12 

 


